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The perspective of bioregions in Latvia

forests
biotopes
nature conservation areas

Latvia is a green country 
in general:

53% of the country's 
territory is forests,

12% are specially 
protected nature areas,

there are 4,247 
registered organic 
farming companies.



The principles of bioregionalism 

• 1) Proposals for establishing a region as a better place for both people 

and nature are suggested and accepted by local communities. 

• 2) Human presence and management, promoting local economies and 

well-being, do not contradict the possibilities of environmental 

protection. 



The context of the study

• So, the economic, social and environmental dimensions can be 
distinguished in bioregionalism. 

• In previous research by sociologists and economists from Latvia 
University of Life Sciences and Technologies, the possibilities of creating 
bioregions in Latvia were studied.

• The present research focuses on the environmental dimension of 
bioregionalism. 

• The aim of the empirical study was to identify the natural values that are 
emphasized by the inhabitants of future bioregions in Latvia. 



The methodology of the study

• The study included the analysis of semi-structured interviews, revealing 
the opinions of farmers practicing organic farming, municipal employees, 
representatives of the tourism industry and other stakeholders. 

• Also, an analysis of public discussions and documents was performed, 
e.g., the memorandum on creation of the first bioregion in Latvia – within 
the National park surrounding the scenic valley of the river Gauja.



The results of empirical study

• The preservation of natural values is one of 
the main objectives of communities. For 
example, the Memorandum of Goodwill on 
the Establishment of a Bioregion in the 
Gauja National Park states that "Natural 
diversity, especially protected nature areas 
and natural landscapes, are protected 
and preserved".

• From a business perspective, public 
discussions raised concerns that "Over 
time, any bioregion is going to impose 
restrictions", while the potential for 
development of communities was also 
mentioned: "An environmentally friendly 
lifestyle attracts like-minded people”.



Theoretical discussion concerning natural values

• Theoretical discussion focuses on how the philosophy of values can help 
to justify the significance of natural values emphasized by residents of 
rural communities, particularly landscape and scenic values. 

• How are aesthetic values of nature related to the value of biodiversity 
prioritized by environmental science?



The significance of aesthetic values – objections and replies

• However, the importance of aesthetic values is ambiguous, since, 
according to an often-expressed idea, aesthetic values are called 
«subjective». 

• Indeed, aesthetic experience is subjective in the sense that it can only 
be shaped as a result of direct experience. 

• Also, aesthetic taste is subjective in the sense that there are no general 
principles that could allow to make logical conclusions about the 
aesthetic quality of a particular object. 

• However, aesthetic taste is not simply the matter of individual taste –
according to Immanuel Kant, we expect «a universal liking» – that other 
people should also perceive and appreciate aesthetic qualities. 

• Also, aesthetic judgments are not subjective in the sense that they are 
relative. Relativism would mean that any aesthetic judgment is as 
justified as any other, but aesthetic taste can be developed through 
education. 



Conclusions

• In local communities natural values are usually viewed as the 
aesthetic values of landscapes, which are the result of human 
management. This understanding of natural values requires 
justification and answers to objections concerning the significance of 
aesthetic values of nature.

• However, it could be concluded that none of the objections is 
sufficiently substantiated to consider man-made scenic values to be of 
minor importance.

• The understanding of local communities about the natural values can 
be theoretically justified by applying the insights from philosophy of 
values.



Thank you for your attention!



 

 


